Hebrews 12:  How Does God Discipline?
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Heb. 12:1 ¶ 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Heb. 12:3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart…. 4  ¶ 
In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 


“witnesses”  Greek – ‘martys’
CONTEXT:

- ‘Cloud of witnesses’ were persecuted

- Christ was persecuted

- Believers are being persecuted

Heb. 12:5 And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,  6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.” 


“Discipline” (Gk. paideia) was a common term for 
childrearing through instruction, training, and 
correction

The ‘chastening and beatings’ came from the persecution.

What Father teaches us……..


Sonship, 


Perseverance, 


Keep your eyes on Jesus, 


Faith, 


In all things to give thanks..


Joy 


Use our authority


Fruit. (becoming who we really are) 


Spiritual transformation

EXAMPLES

Job

Job 23:10 
But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I will come forth as gold. 

Jesus
John 12:24 I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.

Peter

1Pet. 4:12  ¶ 
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 

Paul..

2Cor. 1:8  ¶ 
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of life. 9 Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 

Differentiate Gods permissive and causative will.

God loves us to much to let us get away with trusting anything or anyone else more than Him. 

7  Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 
8 If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. 

9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! 10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.

 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 

Heb. 12:12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.

15 See to it that no one misses the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16 that no one is sexually immoral or is godless like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no chance to repent, though he sought it with tears.

