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The Importance of a Renewed Mind

Sunday 24 October 2010 AM – James Preston

So I have divided my sermon into 2 parts...

1st Half – Who we are and what we are called to!

2nd Half – A foundational truth in HOW we get there!

SUMMARY:

1st Half:  Who we are and what we’re called to!

We are sons and daughters of God reclaiming a foreign and lost land that belongs to Him!

2nd Half:  Foundational Truths in HOW to get there!

Our polluted minds need to be renewed so that we can be the people that we really are inside!
------------------------------------------------------------

1.  Who we are and what we are called to...

I want to lay a foundation for the rest of what I am preaching this morning....  The point that I am making is that God has called us literally to live lives of transformation, but we will never rise up and see true cultural transformation unless we realise who we are, where we are from, and where we are living now, and what we are called to do in the place where we are living!

We will never rise up and see true cultural transformation unless we realise 4 things:

· Who we really are

· Where we are from

· Where we are living now

· What we are called to do in this place we are living!

A.  WHO WE REALLY ARE

-  We are new creation sons of God

· 2 Corinthians 5:17

17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

B.  WHERE WE ARE FROM

Our REAL selves are not born from Earth but from Heaven!

JOHN 3 – AMPLIFIED…

John 3:3 (Amplified)

3Jesus answered him, I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, that unless a person is born again (anew, from above), he cannot ever see (know, be acquainted with, and experience) the kingdom of God.

WE ARE NOT OF THIS WORLD!!  WE ARE FROM HEAVEN!!

C.  WHERE WE ARE LIVING NOW

We are living in a fallen world ruled by satan!

· 2 Corinthians 4:4
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers.

WE ARE ALIENS IN A FOREIGN LAND!

· Hebrews 11:13

All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.

· Exodus 6:4

I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they lived as aliens.

D.  WHAT WE ARE CALLED TO DO IN THIS PLACE OF WE ARE LIVING!

We are called, as ambassadors, to reclaim this Earth from the grips of satan and return to its rightful owner, Jesus!  Cultural / city / worldwide transformation!

Mark 16:15 – 19 

15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 16Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well."

LUKE 10:1 – 21

MATTHEW 28:18 – 20 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2nd HALF

2.  A FOUNDATIONAL TRUTH IN HOW WE GET THERE!

Mark 10:15
I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.

Colossians 1:27 (NIV)

27To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

-----------------------  

Colossians 3:1 – 16  (Read whole thing...  then come back to points...)

1. Our minds need to be convinced of who we really we are and the Power we have within us

Colossians 3:1 – 2 (Mirror translation)

3:1 Pursue with diligence the consequence of your co-inclusion in Christ. Relocate yourself mentally! His resurrection co-raised you to the same position of authority, seated in the strength of God’s right hand. 

3:2 Becoming affectionately acquainted with Throne Room thoughts will keep you from being distracted again by the earthly (soul-ruled) realm.

2. Subdue the old way of thinking

Verse 5 – Put to death

Greek:  Mortify.  Means to subdue.

We have unrenewed ways of thinking.  In fact, this entire world we live in is under a system of religion because of THE TREE and they will natural JUDGE what is good and evil.    --->

Jesus, within us, is completely opposite to that system!  And we need to subdue the worldly way of thinking and let the Jesus way of thinking, who we have become, flow out of us!

How do you subdue the old way of thinking?  Simply meditate on who you are and who you have living within you!!  FAITH!!

3. It is a continual renewing process

Verse 10

Romans 12:2  (NLT)

2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.

Romans 12:2  (NIV)

2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

-----------------------------------------------------

Areas for renewal:

· Culture change / Climate change

· Healing

· Grace and religion

· Criticism

· Judgmentalism

· Any area we can say “no”      -   Power and Move of God

--------------------------------------

SUMMARY:

1st Half:  Who we are and what we’re called to!

We are sons and daughters of God reclaiming a foreign and lost land that belongs to Him!

2nd Half:  Foundational Truths in HOW to get there!

Our polluted minds need to be renewed so that we can be the people that we really are inside!
