How the gift of Prophecy is involved in unlocking faith for the miraculous
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· Introduction: 

Tonight is going to be a little different in that I will preach for a short while and then we will make space for the Holy Spirit to do what He does best and minister through us. There are books on moving in the prophetic, and I have read some, I have had some people who are recognized as prophets give me some instruction, but this is mainly my experience with how the Lord moves with me.

· Firstly, lets understand that God will not let any funnies have centre stage here. He is our Father and if we want to find Him in a house thats lights are off- He will not let muggers and thieves attack us while we are calling out to Him. If you are trying out something for the first time tonight know your Father is leading and guiding you to Himself

· Secondly, Jesus did what He did when He experienced His Father. When we prophecy we reveal that we have experienced a touch of our Father. There are 3 levels of intimacy. We can know of someone (God), we can know someone (God) or we can experience someone (God). 

· This morning there was a prophetic word about fear and despair. You can come from a place of “I must have faith, I must have faith, I must have faith” or “I must believe (x3)” or “I must renew my mind (x3)”. But 1 experience with Him can sort out all issues, because you would know how He feels about you, you would know that He wants to bless you- favour you- heal you- transform you etc. because you would believe

· Kinds of Prophecy:

· Firstly the Word “Prophecy”- PROF_A_TEYA-  means the revelation of Gods words or plans, to bring out that which is hidden or unknown

· Prophecy is R.I.A.T:

· Revelation

· Interpretation- depends on the covenant you are under.

The first 2 is how you receive the word from God and the next 2 is how you deliver it.

· Application

· Timing

· REVELATION:

· Prophecy reveals which covenant the prophet is under

· But I have seen people under a strong legalistic influence prophecy super accurately. The bible says that we should not despise prophecy- so if you pick up that the person sharing a word for you is under a different covenant dont reject them- just ask them for the picture God showed them and INTERPRET it yourself.

· Prophecy declaring the person and character of God.

·  “He wants to bless you, He is for you, He wants to heal you, He wants to bring increase to you, He wants to favour you in your workplace, He wants  etc”- We get this primarily from His Word.

· Visions:

· Sometimes they are manifested in what you are really seeing at that moment- reality. 

· Sometimes they are images or pictures that you see with your eyes closed, like your imagination. Dont be afraid of your imagination

· Impressions:

· Sometimes they are impressions of emotions and senses. Ie: During the week, Hot sunny day, shopping centres are full, driving down to the beach, and you hear a Christmas beetle- what does that emotion and sense description give you an impression of?

· God knows what you have experienced in the past so that is why He stirred you in that manner.

· Dreams:

· You can declare your dreams as a prophetic word, just because God revealed it to you when you were unconscious does not mean that you should not share it.

· I usually say to people if you can remember your dream vividly then you know it was of God. I can still remember my dream when I was young. . . 

· If you battle to interpret it then ask a someone to help you.

· Word of knowledge and word of wisdom:

· I find they usually go together- Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

· If go shows you a person is stealing from their boss at work. I find it would be contrary to Gods nature of Grace to get into their workplace and declare “the word of the Lord”. It would be more in our character to ask the Holy Spirit as to how do you bring the word to them. 

· How these all unlock faith:

· For those receiving the Word:

1. If someone gets any kind of prophetic word then they absolutely know that God is aware of them, their situation, 

2. Unbeliever will know that God is with you and that He is good and wants to be prayed for.

3. Believer will know the goodness of God their previous prayers have gone noticed.

· For those giving the word you will have no doubt once the word is confirmed that God is about to move powerfully

· INTERPRETATION:

· Know in part and prophesy in part:

· 1 Cor 13: 9 says that we know in part and we prophesy in part.

· Some people say that when you prophecy over people that you should not look at them and be swayed by what you see, or don't see. I have found there is nothing wrong with knowing and discerning, but not participating. You are declaring Gods word- so when you have given what He has given you to give- then stop. 

· 2 Peter 1:20 says that no prophecy of scripture is of any private interpretation. . .but by men as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

· Sometimes the natural environment changes while you prophecy to confirm or direct your prophetic word. At the church I have had trains come through, lightning strike all while someone is prophesying. 

· “Key in the door”:

· One of the biggest things to getting the prophetic word, is who is the word for. I got a picture this week of a bird in a cage- I asked who has a pet bird. No-one responded but afterward someone said what if there was someone who had a pet bird then what. I responded that I would never know. It was the key that never opened a door for the word to flow.

· Sometimes you will get a word first, other times you will get a burden for the individual/ group first.

· Look around your picture:

· Sometimes God will show you a picture, but take some time to look into that picture. Almost like a Zoom in, zoom out function on a camera. God might want to show you more than your original image.

· Pray in and out of the prophetic word:

· Prophecy and prayer work hand in glove. You are seeing what God sees and declaring it. As faith rises prophecy turns into prayer

· APPLICATION:

· Prophecy in the church:

· 1 Cor 14:24-25 An unbeliever comes into a service and everyone is prophesying, the end result is that he will fall on his face and worship God.

God wants all to prophesy in church, but only a few are brought forward for corporate ministry.

· 1Cor. 14:27-33 If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God. Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged, and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.

After 2 or 3 have prophesied, we should weigh up the word, before proceeding.

· TIMING:

· Most people when they receive a prophetic word go to the ministry mike. That is why the guy sits in the same seat so you know who it is that is weighing up the words. Prophecy in the church is when the Holy Spirit wants to take His people on a journey. The MM guy is the one who weighs up the words as to what chapters fit where and what words are for a different story.

· Don't get despondent when you call a prophetic word and no-one responds. I have to still experience a time when someone declares a word, no-one responds- and afterwards it comes out that the person was to intimidated to respond.

