Jesus is the Word of God – Not the Bible
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The reason for this radical statement is because we need to understand that God is inherently Good.  He is perfectly Good in every way.

The Bible is Holy.  It is unique.  Don't get me wrong.  Because the Bible reveals Jesus like no other religious book on the planet.  But The “Holy” Bible is just another religious book unless it reveals Jesus, the nature and character of God.

2 Corinthians 3:6

He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

THIS IS WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO MAKE THIS STATEMENT.  OTHERWISE WE USE THE BIBLE IN A WAY GOD NEVER INTENDED IT TO BE USED!

1.  Jesus is the exact representation of the Nature of God.

Hebrews 1:3-4 (New American Standard Bible)

 3And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

NO WHERE ELSE IN THE BIBLE DOES IT SAY SOMETHING OR SOMEONE IS THE EXACT REPRESENATION OF THE NATURE OF GOD!

NOT GOD.  BUT THE NATURE OF GOD!!!

2.  This is imperative!  Because God's Nature is inherently, always Good!  This is revealed in the Life and Nature of Jesus!  (Not necessarily the Bible!)

Nahum 1:7 (English Standard Version)

7(A) The LORD is good,
   (B) a stronghold in the day of trouble;
(C) he knows those who take refuge in him.

3.  This means that Scripture must point to and reveal Jesus in order to sustain us!

· Matt 4:4 – JESUS AND THE MANNA

· 2 Timothy 3

4.  There are levels of truth, JESUS IS THE TRUTH.  

1 Corinthians 13:13

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

· Matthew 23:23

· "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For(B) you tithe mint and dill and(C) cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law:(D) justice and mercy and faithfulness.(E) These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.

If you don't realise that the word LOVE carries more weight than the word JUSTICE, you will be prone to destroy your relationships for the sake of creating justice.

John 1:14

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,[d] who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

5.  We must build carefully in our revelation of God!

Isaiah 28:9 – 12 

"To whom will he teach knowledge,
   and to whom will he explain the message?
Those who are weaned from the milk,
   those taken from the breast?
10For it is precept upon precept, precept upon precept,
   line upon line, line upon line,
   here a little, there a little."

 11(N) For by people of strange lips
   and with a foreign tongue
the LORD will speak to this people,
 12to whom he has said,
(O) "This is rest;
   give rest to the weary;
and this is repose";
   yet they would not hear.

4.  Jesus reveals to us that God is inherently, always Good!  So if you reading of the Bible reveals a God who is not inherently Good by Nature, it is not THE WORD (JESUS), it is letters on a page.  Only the Holy Spirit can reveal God's Goodness (JESUS) in that passage.

· It's best to live from what you know to be true in spite of the mysteries that you can't explain.  I cannot afford to stumble over my questions when what I do understand demands a response and commitment.

· The portrait of God the Father, as seen in Jesus Christ, is wonderfully clear.

TRUTH OUT OF ORDER, CONTEXT, AND TIMING IS PERVERSION.  (THE WRONG VERSION.)

6.  This revelation is imperative to carry out His commission of the Gospel!

Matthew 10:7 – 8

As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,[a] drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.

